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OPENING THOUGHTOPENING THOUGHT

We often expect God to meet ourWe often expect God to meet our
timelines, but His timing is nottimelines, but His timing is not
bound by our clocks. Inbound by our clocks. In
Lazarus’s story, what seemed likeLazarus’s story, what seemed like
a delay was a deliberate setupa delay was a deliberate setup
for God’s glory and a deeperfor God’s glory and a deeper
trust in Jesus Himself.trust in Jesus Himself.

KEY POINTSKEY POINTS  
God’s delay is often His design to reveal grGod’s delay is often His design to reveal greaeater glory.ter glory.

Resurrection is not just an event—it’s the person of Jesus.Resurrection is not just an event—it’s the person of Jesus.

HonHonest faith brings fears and doubts but keeps moving toward Jesus.est faith brings fears and doubts but keeps moving toward Jesus.

JJesus feels our pain before He acts for us.esus feels our pain before He acts for us.

If it still stinks, it’s the perfect place for Jesus to speak life.If it still stinks, it’s the perfect place for Jesus to speak life.

KEY SCIPTUREKEY SCIPTURE
VERSESVERSES  

Ecclesiastes 3:1Ecclesiastes 3:1  
John 11: 4John 11: 4  
John 11: 35John 11: 35
John 11: 40John 11: 40
Proverbs 3: 5-6Proverbs 3: 5-6

5 DISCUSSION QUESTION’S5 DISCUSSION QUESTION’S  
11..When have you felt God was “late” in answering your prayers? LookingWhen have you felt God was “late” in answering your prayers? Looking

back, what did you learn about His timing?back, what did you learn about His timing?
22..How does seeing resurrection as a Person rather than an event changeHow does seeing resurrection as a Person rather than an event change

the way you view your relationship with Jesus?the way you view your relationship with Jesus?
33..Thomas followed Jesus into danger despite his doubts. What does thatThomas followed Jesus into danger despite his doubts. What does that

teach us about faith in uncertain times?teach us about faith in uncertain times?
44..Why do you think Jesus chose to weep before raising Lazarus? What doesWhy do you think Jesus chose to weep before raising Lazarus? What does

that show about His character?that show about His character?
55..What “fourth day” situations in your life feel hopeless? How can thisWhat “fourth day” situations in your life feel hopeless? How can this

passage renew your trust?passage renew your trust?

CLOSING ENCOURAGEMENTCLOSING ENCOURAGEMENT
God’s timing is never rushed and never delayed—it’s perfectly aligned with HisGod’s timing is never rushed and never delayed—it’s perfectly aligned with His

purpose. Trust His heart when you can’t trace His hand, and keep walkingpurpose. Trust His heart when you can’t trace His hand, and keep walking
toward Him. The stone you think seals your defeat may be the very place Hetoward Him. The stone you think seals your defeat may be the very place He

calls new life.calls new life.

John 11:25–26 (NLT) —John 11:25–26 (NLT) —
JesusJesus told her, “I am the told her, “I am the
resurrection and theresurrection and the
life.life.


