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OPENING THOUGHTOPENING THOUGHT

Pruning can feel like loss,
but in God’s hands it is
preparation for greater
fruit. Just as a tree thrives
after pruning, our lives
flourish when we remain
connected to Christ and
trust the Gardener’s hand.
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KEY POINTS KEY POINTS 
God prunes both dead and fruitful branches so we can grow stronger.

Pruning is not punishment; it is preparation for greater purpose.

Storms and struggles can also serve as pruning seasons.

Abiding in Christ reshapes our desires and our prayers.

Fruitfulness, not busyness, is the true sign of discipleship.
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KEY SCIPTURE VERSESKEY SCIPTURE VERSES
John 15:1–8
Hebrews 12:11
John 15:16
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5 DISCUSSION QUESTION’S 5 DISCUSSION QUESTION’S 
11..Share a time when God “pruned” something from your life. What fruit

did you see later as a result?
22..How can you tell the difference between being “busy” and being

“fruitful”?
33..Why is it difficult to trust God’s pruning in the moment? How can

remembering His faithfulness help?
44..What does it look like for you personally to “abide” in Christ?
55..How can our church embrace pruning seasons so that we bear more

fruit as a community?
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CLOSING ENCOURAGEMENTCLOSING ENCOURAGEMENT
Pruning may feel like subtraction, but it always leads to

multiplication when God is the gardener. Stay connected to Christ,
trust His hand, and look with hope toward the fruit that will come.

You are being pruned for purpose.
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John 15: 1-2 NLT - I am the
true grapevine, and my
Father is the gardener. He
cuts off every branch of
mine that doesn’t produce
fruit, and he prunes the
branches that do bear fruit
so they will produce even
more.
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